We are pleased you are interested in being accepted into the next EIU/SASETT Cohort.  We are looking at initiating the next EIU/SASETT Cohort Spring 2011.  You can prepare yourself for cohort coursework by assuring you do or have done the following:

· Take the “Illinois Basic Skills” test and “pass it”.

· Take the “Illinois Special Education General Curriculum” test and “pass it”.

· Document successful (grade of C or better) completion of 6 semester hours (s.h.) of college writing courses (equivalent to EIU English 1001 (3) or 1002(3).

· Document successful (grade C or better) completion of 3 s.h. of a college level speech course (equivalent to EIU CMN 1310).

· Document successful (grade of C or better) completion of a 3. s.h. college level Math course (may be equivalent to EIU Math 1420 or other course).

· Document completion of an Associate in Arts or Associate in Science degree from an accredited community college.

· Complete coursework and number of hours noted (this is in addition to the 6 s.h. of English and 3 s.h. of Speech noted previously in this letter):

· 6 s.h. of Social Behavioral Sciences (Two disciplines must be represented, e.g. Psychology and Sociology or Economics and Geography).

· 3 s.h. American Government

· 7 s.h. Science: 1 –3 s.h. or 4 s.h. Biological Sciences and 1 –3 s.h. or 4 s.h. Physical Science, also 1 course must include a laboratory component.

· 9 s.h. Humanities/Fine Arts; 3 s.h. Fine Arts, 3 s.h. Humanities, and 3 s.h. Third World/Diversity Humanities or Fine Arts course

· Minimum of 6 s.h. of Foreign Language in one language or document 2 years of high school foreign language in one language with a “C” or better in each semester.

· Equivalent to Eastern’s courses; you must have a “C” or better in these course:

· Ele 2000, Introduction to Education or document work as a teacher or aide

· Edu 2002, Computers in Education

· Math 1420, Math for Teachers (3 s.h.)

· Math 2420, Math for Teachers second course built on Math 1420 equivalent (3 s.h.)

At this junction of the program development, we have concluded that there will be forty (40) individuals selected to participate.  Again each applicant must have earned at least an Associate of Arts or Science degree (Associate of Applied Arts or Science degrees will not work!!) and we will accept applicants who have earned Bachelor degrees.

The first major objective we hope to accomplish is the creation of a pool of professionals who are qualified and hold LBS-1 certification in special education.  The second objective is to keep this “pool” of educators teaching special education in our area of Illinois.  The third objective is to provide districts with LBS-1 certified teachers, which results in much greater flexibility in meeting the specific needs of students with disabilities.

It is our opinion that the accomplishment of these objectives requires a fairly rigid application and selection process.  We will incorporate the following criteria into the process of selecting participants:

A. All of the participants will have at least their Associate of Arts or Science Degree.  We will also accept participants who have completed their Bachelor Degree.

B. There must be discernible evidence that applicants have strong ties to the SASED area of the state with a high probability that they will remain in the area.

C. The following targeted individuals will be selected to participate:

a. District special education employees (non-special education certified teachers and aides) requested to participate by their employer

b. Employees of districts (substitute teacher and regular teacher aides) who are requested by the districts to apply

c. Any individual who has at least an Associate of Arts or Science degrees and is recommended by their local district administrator, Board of Education, Lincoln Land Community College staff, parent group, and/or interested community members

D. Individuals must demonstrate a genuine interest in working with students with disabilities.

E. Individuals must commit to completing the entire program.

This off-campus cohort-training program will be offered at one location-the SASED Central Office.

Except for summer classes and those indicated as weekend classes, each course would be scheduled to begin at 5:30 p.m. and meet until approximately 8:00 p.m.  Each course will meet once per week, and we will schedule two or three (2 or 3) courses per semester.  Some semesters will include a weekend course. (A Friday evening 5:30-9:00 and all day Saturday).  These courses will be conducted only 3 weekends per semester.  The second summer classes will be held in conjunction with a “special” summer school/practicum for students with disabilities.  This second summer program will run four days per week for eight weeks and will incorporate hands-on activities with special education students.

All project applications must be received by SASED no later than March 15, 2010

The project selection committee will meet in May to finalize the application selection process and will notify those individuals who have been accepted to participate in the project by the end of May.

Each nominated individual must meet Eastern’s admission criteria for both the Undergraduate School and the Special Education Department.  If applicants have a 4-year degree, you must apply to the Graduate School.  Therefore, those who intend to apply for SASETT should immediately make application to Eastern Illinois University for Spring semester 2011.

Scroll down for application

SANGAMON AREA SPECIAL EDUCATION DISTRICT

2500 Taylor Avenue

Springfield, Illinois   62703

Phone (217) 786-3250 * Fax (217) 786-3652

Christine M. Harms, Director

SASETT EDUCATOR ACADEMY APPLICATION

Name______________________Social Security #________________________

Address_____________________Phone (H)_____________(C)_____________

Email_______________________________

EDUCATION

Institute Name__________Location___________Date______Degree/Credits

High School_________________________________________________________

College/University_____________________________________________________

EMPLOYMENT (Please list most current first)

Date

Employer


Date

Employer
_____________________


_______________________

_____________________


_______________________

VOLUNTEER EXPERIENCE

________________________________________________________________

PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

______________________________________________________________________                                                                                                                               
In two pages or less (1 side only) please address the following points. Do not give a chronological history: 

a.
goals and aspirations-personal and professional

b.
life experiences which have influenced your intellectual and  professional growth

c.
leadership qualities, and

d.
why are you interested in special education

Please include: 

1.
Proof of an Associate of Arts or Associate of Science or higher degree

2.
University transcripts

3.
One letter of recommendation from your local school district administrator

4.
Two letters of reference

5.
In a one page essay, please describe the factors or situations in your life that demonstrate your desire to live and teach in the Sangamon County area

Submit all materials to:
Christine M. Harms





Sangamon Area Special Education District





2500 Taylor Avenue





Springfield, IL   62703

You must apply for admission to EIU Undergraduate School immediately.

If you currently hold an accredited Bachelor Degree, you must apply to the EIU Graduate School.

The selection committee will schedule a day and time for your personal interview.

ALL PROJECT APPLICATIONS MUST BE RECEIVED BY SASED 

NO LATER THAN March 15, 2010

